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score have not a smile in them. His orchestration is clever, active,
full of traits and points, but certainly not normally smooth and
beautiful, and often uneasy, self-conscious, and obtrusive. There
is no pretence of novelty in the melodies and rhythms* I should
imagine that Mr Caryll would find romantic opera of the tragic
cast more congenial to him than the buffooneries of Little
Christopher, which I may now dismiss with a word of remon-
strance against the feeble pas de quatre in which four ladies,
attired in what I really must denounce as stupidly ugly costumes,
make a bid for the most worthless sort of applause by turning
cartwheels. After this Miss St Cyr's plastic display in the second
act is at least artistically respectable. It is difficult, original, and
could not have been invented without some imagination and
forethought, qualities which give it eminence in an entertainment
otherwise rather stinted in them.

But Miss St Cyr is still a fascinating woman who dances, rather
than a fascinating dancer. If she had no more beauty than the
dance has grace, its ingenuity would hardly save it. The art of
being a handsome woman is not the same thing as the art of
dancing; and many passages in Miss St Cyr's feats are curious
exhibitions of success in the one discounted by comparative
failure in the other.

The serious business of the winter season began with the
Crystal Palace Saturday Concerts last week. It will be remem-
bered that last year a considerable advance was made in the
accommodation of regular attendants from London, by issuing in
a single batch for twenty-one shillings the twenty first-class
railway tickets which used to cost two pounds. This year the
occasional visitor, who did not benefit by the railway arrange-
ment, has his expenses reduced eighteen-pence per concert by
the abolition of the special charge for admission to the Palace on
Saturdays, which is now a shilling day like the rest. At the same
time, the numbered stalls, which were formerly half-a-crown, are
now divided into two sets at four shillings and two shillings, the
usual shilling admission to an unnumbered seat remaining as
before; and the ordinary two-guinea serial stall-ticket is supple-
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